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lower members are choked up with ruins and earth.
This arch is exceedingly enriched with sculpture and tro-
phies, with a large inscription. In the terrestrial and
naval battles here graven, is seen the Roman Aries (the
battering-ram); and this was the first triumphal arch set
up in Rome. The Capitol, to which we climbed by very
broad steps, is built about a square court, at the right
hand of whicn, going up from Campo Vaccino, gushes a
plentiful stream from the statue of Tiber, in porphyry,
very antique, and another representing Rome; but, above
all, is the admirable figure of Marforius, casting water
into a most ample concha. The front of this court is
crowned with an excellent fabric containing the Courts
of Justice, and where the Criminal Notary sits, and
others. In one of the halls they show the statues of
Gregory XIII. and Paul III., with several others. To
this joins a handsome tower, the whole faciata adorned
with noble statues, both on the outside and on the
battlements, ascended by a double pair of stairs, and a
stately Posario.

In the center of the court stands that incomparable
horse bearing the; Emperor Marcus Aurelius, as big as
the life, of Corinthian metal, placed on a pedestal of
marble, esteemed one of the noblest pieces of work now
extant, antique and very rare. There is also a vast head
of a colossean magnitude, of white marble, fixed in the
wall. At the descending stairs are set two horses of
white marble governed by two naked slaves, taken to be
Castor and Pollux, brought from Pompey's Theatre. On
the balustrade, the trophies of Marius against the Cim-
brians, very ancient and instructive. At the foot of the
steps toward the left hand is that Colonna Miliaria, with
the globe of brass on it, mentioned to have been formerly
set in Campo Vaccino. On the same hand, is the palace
of the Signiori Conservatori, or three Consuls, now the
civil governors of the city, containing the fraternities, or
halls and guilds (as we call them), of sundry companies,
and other offices of state. Under the portico within, are
the statues of Augustus Caesar, a Bacchus, and the so
renowned Colonna Rostrata of Duillius, with the excellent
bassi-relievi. In a smaller court, the statue of Constan-
tine, on a fountain, a Minerva's head of brass, and that
of Commodus, to which belongs a hand, the thumb whereof where the pedestal and some of thecoaches and on foot. At the sides of .this court, the  chapel of  St.   Laurence,
